PART iv: 1764-70
SON. 'Sir, his Conduct of the Allies is a performance of very
little ability/ 'Surely, Sir, (said Dr [John] Douglas [Bishop
of Salisbury],) you must allow it has strong facts.' JOHN-
SON. cWhy yes, Sir; but what is that to the merit of the com-
position? In the Sessions-paper of the Old Bailey there are
strong facts. Housebreaking is a strong fact; robbery is a
strong fact; and murder is a mighty strong fact; but is great
praise due to the historian of those strong facts? No, Sir.
Swift has told what he had to tell distinctly enough, but that
is all. He had to count ten, and he has counted it right.'
When I called upon Dr Johnson next morning, I found
him highly satisfied with his colloquial prowess the preceding
evening. 'Well, (said he,) we had good talk.3 Bo SWELL. Tes,
Sir; you tossed and gored several persons.'
The late Alexander, Earl of Eglintoune, had a great
admiration of Johnson; but from the remarkable elegance of
his own manners, was, perhaps, too delicately sensible of the
roughness which sometimes appeared in Johnson's be-
haviour. He regretted that Johnson had not been edu-
cated with more refinement, and lived more in polished
society. 'No, no, my Lord, (said Signor [Giuseppi] Baretti,)
do with him what you would, he would always have been a
bear.' True, (answered the Earl, with a smile,) but he would
have been a dancing bear.'
To obviate all the reflections which have gone round the
world to Johnson's prejudice, by applying to him the epithet
of a bear, let me impress upon my readers a just and happy
saying of my friend Goldsmith, who knew him well: 'John-
son, to be sure, has a roughness in his manner; but no man *
alive has a more tender heart. He has nothing of the bear
but his skin.9
1769: /ETAT. 60.] - In 1769, so far as I can discover, the
publick was favoured with nothing of Johnson's composition,
either for himself or any of his friends. His Meditations too
strongly prove that he suffered much both in body and mind.
I came to London in the autumn, and having informed
him that I was going to be married in a few months, I wished
to have as much of his conversation as I could before en-
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